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February  17  th,  1905. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  report  favourably  upon  the  general 
condition  of  health  which  obtained  in  your  District  during  1904. 

In  the  Spring  the  District  of  Hatfield  was  disturbed  by  an 
outbreak  of  Smallpox. 

In  view  of  the  facts  that  on  the  three  previous  occasions  upon 
which  Smallpox  has  been  introduced  into  the  District  during  my 
tenure  of  the  office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  that  in  no  single 
instance  was  there  a spread  of  the  disease  to  second  parties,  I am 
exceedingly  ill-pleased  to  be  compelled  to  report  that  two  persons,  at 
all  events,  must  have  walked  about  whilst  suffering  from  the  disease 
for  a considerable  time,  and  that  there  were  in  all  five  cases. 

On  the  8th  of  March  I received  a report  from  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  Bethnal  Green  to  the  effect  that  Mrs.  Hill  and 
baby,  of  Church  Street,  Hatfield,  had  visited  premises  in  his  district 
where  the  disease  existed.  I kept  these  persons  under  observation 
for  about  a month  and  neither  suffered.  The  husband  was  always 
at  work  during  my  visit,  but  I was  told  at  each  visit  that  he  was  not 
suffering  from  the  disease,  and  was  under  medical  supervision.  I 
believe  the  family  had  been  advised  to  submit  themselves  to  medical 
inspection,  and  the  man  was  reported  to  have  a slight  touch  of 
rheumatism.  I was  subsequently  asked  by  a practitioner  to  inspect 
a man  with  a view  to  determining  whether  or  no  he  was  suffering 
from  Smallpox.  I found  that  he  was.  I also  ascertained  that  a 
fellow-worker  of  his  was  reported  to  be  suffering  from  Influenza. 
The  wife  of  the  latter  was  subsequently  reported  as  suffering  from 
Smallpox.  On  the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  her  house  I saw  the  man 
who  was  said  to  have  suffered  from  Influenza,  and  discovered  the 
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stains  and  marks  of  a recent  attack  of  Smallpox  upon  him.  His 
sister-in-law  was  later  also  notified  as  suffering  from  the  disease. 

All  the  cases,  therefore,  were  under  medical  supervision,  and 
yet  only  three  were  notified. 

As  the  first  case  was  not  seen  by  myself,  I cannot  definitely 
assert  that  the  man  suffered  from  Smallpox,  but  in  view  of  all  the 
facts  and  circumstances  I think  there  can  be  little  doubt  about  the 
matter. 

It  appears  to  me  that  until  practitioners  are  able  to  make  a 
provisional  diagnosis  as  to  the  possibility  of  patients  suffering  from 
the  disease,  outbreaks,  such  as  the  present  one,  will  recur  from  time 
to  time.  The  disease  in  its  mildest  form  is,  no  doubt,  one  which 
presents  some  difficulty  in  definite  diagnosis,  but  it  presents 
absolutely  none  so  far  as  reasonable  suspicion  is  concerned.  I am 
therefore  prepared  to  advise  you  that  notice  should  be  given  to 
medical  men  who  practice  in  the  District,  that,  in  future,  prosecutions 
will  follow,  if  cases  with  which  suspicious  circumstances  and  con- 
ditions are  connected  prove  to  be  those  of  Smallpox,  and  have  not 
been  notified. 

In  connection  with  this  outbreak,  it  may  be  observed  that 
although  two  persons  suffering  from  the  disease  mixed  freely  with 
others  for  some  weeks,  only  three  persons  were  infected  by  them, 
and  it  may  safely  be  concluded  that  the  small  number  affected  is 
entirely  due  to  the  large  amount  of  successful  vaccination  and  re- 
vaccination which  has  been  performed  during  the  last  few  years. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  disease  of  any  moment  prevalent, 
with  the  exception,  in  the  later  months  of  the  year,  of  Catarrh.  This 
epidemic  has  differed  in  character  very  materially  from  the  epidemics 
of  Influenza,  and  I may  point  out  that  in  no  year  when  Influenza 
was  epidemic  in  a serious  degree  was  the  death  rate  as  low  as  it  has 
been  for  many  months  past. 

Thus  the  death  rate  per  1,000  was,  in — 
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It  is  doubtless  the  fashion  to  dignify  a vast  number  of  conditions 
as  being  due  to  Influenza,  but  I doubt  whether  the  cause  of  scientific 
accuracy  is  advanced  by  the  practice,  and  it  is  quite  certain  that  so 
far  as  this  District  is  concerned,  the  death  rate  tends  to  prove  that 
the  epidemic  prevalent  has  not  presented  a mortality  such  as  is 
justly  attributed  to  true  Influenza  epidemics. 

No  changes  of  moment  affecting  the  Sewerage,  Water  Supply,  or 
Housing  Accommodation  have  occurred.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
devoutly  hoped  that  some  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  Little  Heath 
will  see  the  light  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  agitation  against  the  Bye-laws  of  Rural  Districts  may  no 
doubt  be  justified  in  some  cases,  but  it  appears  to  me  no  easy  matter 
to  secure  a minimum  standard  of  accommodation  and  construction 
which  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  amateur  and  professional 
builders  alike.  The  difficulty  which  appeals  to  me  as  being  almost 
insuperable  is  the  provision  of  adequate  structures  at  a cost  which  is 
remunerative  to  the  builder.  The  question  of  adequacy  depends 
upon  so  many  diverse  conditions,  that  a large  margin  should  be  left 
in  any  Bye-laws  for  elasticity  in  their  working. 

On  the  whole,  in  this  District,  there  has  been  a very  marked 
improvement  in  the  cottage  property  of  late  years. 

The  Factory  Acts  have  led  to  an  improvement  in  more  than  one 
instance  of  accommodation  for  workers  in  small  industries. 

The  general  routine  work  of  Sanitary  Inspection  has  been 
carefully  attended  to  during  the  year,  as  will  be  gathered  from  a 
perusal  of  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  thank  you  for  the  consideration  which 
you  have  shown  to  me. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

LOVELL  DRAGE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces 
and  Homework. 


1. — INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

4 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

16 

Workplaces 

1 

•• 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

— 

Total 

21 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

r AKTICUIiARS. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
HM. 

Inspector. 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

4 

4 

Want  of  Ventilation 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  . . 

1 

1 

Other  Nuisances  . . 

Sanitary 

Accommo- 

( insufficient 

unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

dation 

mot  separate  for  sexes 

Total 

8 

8 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  / 

Inspectors  as  remediable  under  the  Public  ] Notified  H.M.  Inspector  . . 1 

Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the-  Factory  I Reports  (of  action  taken) 

Act  (S  5)  i sen^  H.M,  Inspectors  . . — 

Workshops  on  the  Register  . . 16. 
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TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1904 
and  Previous  Years. 

Name  of  District  - - HATFIELD  RURAL. 


Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered 
in  the  District. 
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1894 

6963 

192 

27  5 

24 

125 

107 

15-3 

13 

107 

15-3 

1895 

55 

220 

31-4 

28 

127  2 

117 

15-7 

8 

117 

15-7 

1896 

„ 

180 

25-8 

21 

116-5 

83 

11-9 

7 

83 

11-9 

1897 

” 

209 

30 

18 

85-7 

89 

12-7 

10 

89 

12-7 

1898 

55 

185 

26-5 

16 

86-5 

100 

14-3 

. 13 

100 

14-3 

1899 

55 

206 

29-5 

15 

72-7 

90 

12-9 

13 

90 

12-9 

1900 

55 

199 

28-5 

22 

110-5 

89 

12  5 

11 

2 

87 

12-3 

1901 

7551 

197 

26 

21 

106-5 

79 

10-4 

12 

79 

10-4 

1902 

55 

188 

24-8 

20 

106-3 

100 

13-2 

12 

1 
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13-2 

1903 

5? 

208 

27-5 

15 

72-1 

97 

12-8 

9 

5 
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13-5 

Aver- 
ages for 
years 
1894 
1903 

7021  8 

198-4 

27-7 

20-1 

101-9 

951 

131 

10-8 

95-5 

13-2 

1904 

7551 

193 

25  5 

25 

129 

101 

13-6 

13 

1 

4 

104 

13  3 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  23,386. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  at  Census  of  1901,  7,551. 

Number  of  inhabited  bouses  at  ditto,  1,582. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  bouse  at  ditto,  4-7. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the 
District — Hertford  and  Ware  Infectious  Hospital,  and  Herts  County  Lunatic 
Asylum,  Hill  End. 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  within  the  District. 


TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1904  and  Previous  Years. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

Smallpox 

Diphtheria 

I Erysipelas 

I Scarlet  Fever  . . 

I Enteric  Fever  . . 

Puerperal  Fever 

Totals 

Isolation  Hospital  - - HERTFORD  AND  WARE  INFECTIOUS  HOSPITAL. 

Note. — The  Enteric  case  was  removed  to  the  Cottage  Hospital  at  Potter’s  Bar. 

The  Smallpox  cases  were  removed  to  South  Mimms  Smallpox  Hospital. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1904. 
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LOVELL  DR AGE, 


Summary  of  work  done  through  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  Rural 
Sanitary  District  of  Hatfield  during  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 1904. 


Total  number 

for  Year.  Result  of  Inspection,  &c. 

1 . Complaints  received . . 25 

2.  Nuisances  detected 

without  complaint  296  Hatfield,  North  Mimms,  Northaw,  Essendon. 

3.  Nuisances  abated  . . 298 

4.  Notices  served  . . . . 3 New  Town  and  Hatfield 

5.  Summonses  taken  out  . . 

6.  Convictions  

7.  Cottages  inspected  ..  308  Hatfield,  North  Mimms,  Northaw  and  Essendon. 

8.  Lodging  Houses  in- 

spected   2 Kept  in  good  order. 

9.  Slaughter  Houses  in- 

spected   3 All  kept  clean. 

10.  Bakehouses  inspected  10  All  kept  clean. 

11.  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

inspected  . . . . 16  Some  altered  and  improved. 

12  Cowsheds  inspected  . . 19  Some  altered  and  improved. 

13.  Workshops  inspected  15  All  kept  clean. 

14.  Filthy  Houses  cleansed  22 
(Sec.  46  Public  Health 

Act,  1875.) 

15.  Houses  disinfected  . . 13  Where  infection  had  been. 

16.  Overcrowding  abated  5 

17.  Houses  placed  in  habit- 

able repair  . . . . 20  Many  altered. 

18.  Houses  closed 

19.  Houses  erected  or  re- 

built for  which  water 
certificates  were  ap- 
plied   18 

20.  Certificates  granted  . . 18 

21.  Certificates  deferred 

22.  Wells  sunk  or  improved 

supplies  of  water  af- 
forded   3 Got  better  supply. 

23.  Wells  cleansed  or  re- 

paired   6 

24.  Wells  closed  

25.  Houses  connected  with 

sewers  14  Hatfield  and  New  Town. 

26.  Houses  connected  with 

water  main  . . . . 2 Hatfield. 

27.  Earth,  pail,  or  im- 

proved privies  con- 
structed or  existing 

privies  altered  . . 32  All  without  notice. 

28.  Privies  and  w.c.’s  re- 

paired; w.c.’s  sup- 
plied with  water  . . 18  Repaired. 

29.  Cisterns  cleansed,  re- 

paired, or  covered. . 2 

30.  Animals  improperly 

kept  removed  . . 18  Pigs,  horses  and  rabbits. 

31 . Samples  of  water  taken 

for  analysis  . . . . 2 

32.  Compensation  paid  for 

destruction  of  in- 
fected bedding  . . £37  19  3f 

33.  Seizure  of  unsound 

meat,  &c Many  destroyed,  but  not  seized. 

H.  T.  SIDWELL,  Mem.  c.m.e.s.,  a.i.s.e.,  f.s.s., 

District  Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


